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Preface
Dedication
To Trypho, eminent book seller in Rome.

Preface
The object and intention of the work, § 1-3. To whom dedicated, 6. Unauthorized publications under
the name of Quintilian, 7. The professions of the rhetorician and philosopher were formerly united, 910. The perfect orator, 17. Partition of the work, 21, 22. Further observations on teaching and speaking,
23-27.

Book 1
Chapter 1
Remarks on the capacities of boys in general, § l-3. Of nurses, 4, 5. Of parents, slaves, and poedagogia
, 6-11. Of learning Greek and Latin, 12-14. Of the proper age for beginning to learn, 15-19. Of the
proper method of teaching children, 20-24. Of learning the alphabet, and of writing, 25-29. Of learning
to read, of subjects for writing, of learning by heart, and of improving the pronunciation, 30-37.

Chapter 2
Considerations on public and private education; public education to be preferred; alleged corruption of
morals in public schools; equal corruption at home, § 1-8. Reply to the objection that a pupil receives
less attention from a master in a school than from a domestic tutor, 9-16. Emulation, friendship,
incitements to masters and pupils, and other advantages of public education, 17-31.

Chapter 3
Disposition and abilities of a pupil to be ascertained, § 1-3. Precociousness not desirable, 3-5. On the
management of pupils, 6, 7. On relaxation and play, 8-13. On corporal punishment, 14-18.

Chapter 4
Of grammar, § 1-6. Remarks on certain letters and derivations of words, 7-12. Changes in words, 13-17.
Of the parts of speech, 18-21. Some observations on nouns and verbs, 22-29.

Chapter 5
Necessity of correctness in speaking and writing, § 1. On single words, 2, 3. Choice of words, 4.
Barbarisms, 5-10. Barbarisms in poets and other writers, 11-17. Faults in pronunciation, 17, 18. On the
aspiration, 19-21. The accents, 22-24. On ending a word with an acute accent, 25-30. Legitimate
accentuation, 31-33. On the solecism, 34-37. Different kinds of solecisms, 38-41. No dual number in
Latin, 42-44. Solecisms in various parts of speech, 45-51. Figures of speech, 52-54. On foreign words,
55-57. Greek words, 58-64. Compound words, 65-70. Words proper, metaphorical, common, new, 71,
72.

Chapter 6
Of language, § 1-3. Analogy, 4-11. Departures from it, 12-27. Etymology 28-33. Abuses of it, 34-38. Old
words, 39-41. Authority, 42. Custom, 43-45.

Chapter 7
Of orthography, § 1. Distinction of words of doubtful signification, 2-6. Composition with prepositions,
7-9. On the letter k, 10. Orthography subservient to custom; antique spelling,11-27. Difference between
spelling and pronunciation, 28, 29. Necessity of judgment, 30-32. Quintilian defends his remarks on
this subject, 33-35.

Chapter 8
Of reading, § 1-4. Authors to be read, Greek and Latin, 4-12. Duty of the grammarian, 13-17. Of
lectures on historical reading, 18-21.

Chapter 9
Commencement of composition, § 1. aesop's fables, 2. Sentences, chrioe, ethologioe , 3, 4. Narratives
from the poets, 5.

Chapter 10
Of other studies preliminary to that of rhetoric, § 1. Necessity of them, 2-8. Authority of the ancients in
favor of learning music, 9-16. Union of music with grammar, 17-21. Utility of music to the orator, 2230. What sort of music to be studied, 31-33. Utility of geometry, 34-37. Geometrica. proof, 38-45.
Astronomy; examples of the benefit attending a knowledge of it, 46-49.

Chapter 11

Instruction to be received from the actor, § 1-3. He should correct faults of pronunciation, 4-8. He
should give directions as to look and gesture, 9-11. Passages from plays should be recited by the pupil,
12, 13. Passages also from speeches, 14. Exercises of the palaestra to be practised, 15-19.

Chapter 12
No fear to be entertained lest boys should be engaged in too many studies, if judgment be used;
examples of the number of things to which the human mind can attend at once, § 1-7. Boys endure
study with spirit and patience, 8-11. Abundance of time for all necessary acquirements, 12-15.
Unreasonable pretexts for not pursuing study, 16-19.

Book 2
Chapter 1
Boys are not put under the professor of rhetoric early enough; reasons why they should begin to receive
instruction from him at an earlier age, § 1-3. The professions of the grammarian and teacher of rhetoric
should be in some degree united, 4-13.

Chapter 2
Choice of teacher, § 1-4. How the teacher should conduct himself towards his pupils, 5-8. How the
pupils should behave, 9-13. Some additional observations, 14, 15.

Chapter 3
A pupil should be put under an eminent teacher at first, not under an inferior one, § 1-3. Mistakes of
parents as to this point, 3, 4. The best teacher can teach little things best, as well as great ones, 5-9.
The pupils of eminent teachers will afford better examples to each other, 10-12.

Chapter 4
Elementary exercises, § 1. Narratives, or statements of facts 2-4. Exuberance in early compositions
better than sterility, 4-8. A teacher should not be without imagination, or too much given to find fault
with his pupil's attempts, 8-14. The pupil's compositions should be written with great care, 15-17.
Exercises in confirmation and refutation, 18, 19. In commendation and censure of remarkable men, 2021. Commonplaces, 22-23. Theses, 24, 25. Reasons, 26. Written preparations for pleadings, 27-32.
Praise and censure of particular laws, 33-40. Declamations on fictitious subjects a later invention, 41,
42.

Chapter 5
Advantages of reading history and speeches, § 1-3. On what points in them the professor of rhetoric
should lecture, 4-9. Faulty composition may sometimes be read, to exercise the pupil's judgment, 10-

13. Usefulness of this exercise, 14-17. Best authors to be read at an early age, 18-20. The pupil should
be cautious of imitating very ancient or very modern writers, 21-26.

Chapter 6
In composition, the pupil should have but moderate assistance, not too much or too little.

Chapter 7
Pupils should not always declaim their own compositions, but sometimes passages from eminent
writers.

Chapter 8
Variety of talent and disposition in pupils requires variety of treatment, § 1-5. How far an inclination
for any particular line of study should be encouraged and cultivated, 6-15.

Chapter 9
Pupils should regard their tutors as intellectual parents.

Chapter 10
Remarks on declamations, § 1, 2. Injudiciousnees in the choice of subjects has been an obstruction to
improvement in eloquence, 3-5. On what sort of subjects pupils may be permitted to declaim, 6-8.
What alterations should be made in the common practice, 9-15.

Chapter 11
Some think instruction in oratory unnecessary, § 1, 2. Boasts and practices of the ignorant, 3-5. Some
study only parts of their speeches; want of connection in their matter, 6-7.

Chapter 12
Why the ignorant often seem to speak with more force than the learned, § 1-3. They attack and are less
afraid of failure, 4, 5. But they cannot choose judiciously, or prove with effect, 6. Their thoughts
sometimes striking, 7. Apparent disadvantages of learned polish, 8. Unlearned speakers often vigorous
in delivery, 9, 10. Occasionally too much admired by teachers of oratory, 11, 12.

Chapter 13
Quintilian does not give rules from which there is no departure; pleaders must act according to the
requisitions of their subjects, § 1-7. What an orator has chiefly to keep in view, and how far rules should
be observed, 8-17.

Chapter 14

Of the term rhetoric or oratory, § 1-4. Heads under which Quintilian considers the art of oratory, 5.

Chapter 15
What rhetoric is, § 1, 2. To call it the power of persuading is to give an insufficient definition of it, 3-9.
To call it the power of persuading by speech is not sufficient, 10, 11. Other definitions, 12-23. That of
Gorgias in Plato; that of Plato or Socrates in the Phaedrus, 24-31. That of Cornelius Celsus, 32. Other
definitions more approved by Quintilian, 33-37. Quintilian's own definition, 38.

Chapter 16
Oratory said by some to be a pernicious art, because it may be perverted to bad ends, § 1-4. We might
say the same of other things that are allowed to be beneficial, 5, 6. Its excellences, 7-16. The abundant
return that it makes for cultivation, 17-19.

Chapter 17
Oratory is manifestly an art, § 1-4. Yet some have denied that it is and said that its power is wholly
from nature, 6-8. Examples from other arts, 9, 10. Every one that speaks is not an orator, 11-13.
Opinion of Aristotle, 14. Other charges against oratory, that it has no peculiar subject or matter, and
that it sometimes deceives, 15-18. Refutation of these charges, 19-21. Unfairly objected to it that it has
no proper end, 22-26. Not pernicious because it sometimes misleads, 27-29. Another objection, that it
may be exerted on either side of a question, and that it contradicts itself; answered, 30-36. Oratory is
sometimes ignorant of the truth of what it asserts; but the same is the case with other arts and sciences,
36-40. Confirmation of its being an art, 41-43.

Chapter 18
Arts or sciences are of three kinds; rhetoric is a practical art or science, § 1, 2. Partakes of the nature of
arts of other kinds, 3-5.

Chapter 19
Nature and art; nature contributes more to oratory, in students of moderate ability, than art; in those
of greater talent, art is of more avail; an example.

Chapter 20
Whether rhetoric be a virtue, as some call it, § 1-4. Proofs of this according to the philosophers, 6-7.
Other proofs, 8-10.

Chapter 21
Opinions as to the subject of rhetoric, § 1-4. That of Quintilian, which agrees with those of Plato and

Cicero, 5, 6. Objections to it noticed, 7-11. No dispute between rhetoric and philosophy about their
respective subjects, 12, 13. The orator not obliged to know everything, 14, 15. He will often speak better
on arts than the artists themselves, 16-19. The opinion of Quintilian supported by those of other
authors, 20-23.

Book 3
Chapter 1
Quintilian proposes to consider the various branches and precept of oratory more fully than they are
generally set forth in treatises on the art, a part of his work more desirable for students than agreeable
to them, § 1-4. Diversities of opinions and methods, 5-7. Various writers on the art; the Greeks, 8-15.
Followers of Hermagoras, Apollodorus, Theodorus, 16-18. The Romans, 19-21. Quintilian will give his
own opinion on matters as they occur, 22.

Chapter 2
Of the origin of oratory, § 1, 2. Nature and art, 3. Objection to Cicero's notion, 4.

Chapter 3
Divisions of the art of Oratory, § 1-3. Various opinions respecting them, 4, 5. Cicero's not always the
same, 6, 7. Opinions of some Greek writers, 8, 9. Of the order of the division or parts, 10. Whether
they should be called parts, or works, or elements, 11.

Chapter 4
Whether there are three sorts of oratory, or more, § 1-3. Quintilian adheres to the old opinion that
there are but three; his reasons, 4-8. Opinions of Anaximenes, Plato, Isocrates, 9-11. Quintilian's own
method, 12-15. He does not assign particular subjects to each kind, 16.

Chapter 5
Division into things and words; other divisions, § 1-3. Questions concerning what is written and what is
not written, 4. Definite and indefinite questions, 5-7. Species of indefinite ones, 8-11. Questions on
general subjects not useless, 12-16. Definition of a cause, 17, 18.

Chapter 6
Of the status or position of a cause, § 1-4. What it is, 5-12. From whom the position proceeds, the
accuser or defendant, 13-21. How many positions there are; the ten categories of Aristotle, 22-24.
Others make nine, others seven, 25-28. As to the number of positions, some make one only, 29, 30.
Others two, as Archidemus, Pamphilus, Apollodorus, Theodorus, Posidonius, Cornelius Celsus, 31-38.
Another mode of making two positions, 40-43. Most authors make three, as Cicero, Patrocles, Marcus

Antonius Virginius, 44-46. Athenaeus, Caecilius, and Theon make four, 45-48. The quadripartite
methods of Aristotle and Cicero, 49, 50. Some have made five, six, seven, eight positions, 51-54.
Distinction of status rationales, quoestiones legales , 55-57. Cicero speaks of a status negotialis, 58,
59. Hermagoras first introduced exception, 60.60. Legal questions; Albutius, 61, 62. Quintilian departs
in some degree from the method which he formerly adopted, 63-67. His opinion of exception; remarks
upon it, 68-79. In every cause there are three points to be ascertained, 80-82. A fourfold division,
useful to learners, 83-85. These four points included under two genera, the rationale and the legale,
86, 87. Resemblances in the genus legale spring from the three points above-mentioned, 88-90. In
every simple cause there is but one position, 91-93. In complex causes there are several positions,
either of the same or of different kinds; examples, 94-104.

Chapter 7
Of panegyric or laudatory eloquence; not wholly distinct from practical discussion, § 1, 2. An orator
does not always speak on doubtful points, 3, 4. Panegyric sometimes requires proof and defense, and
very frequently amplification, 5, 6. Praise of the gods, 7-9. Praise of men more varied, 10, 11. Men
extolled for personal endowments and fortunate circumstances, 12-14. For mental qualifications, 15, 16.
For memorials which they leave of themselves, 17, 18. In censure the ease is reversed, 19-21. On praise
of the living, 22. It makes a difference where a panegyric is delivered, 23, 24. Advantage may be taken
by the orator of the proximity of certain virtues to certain vices, 25. Praise of cities, places, public
works, 26, 27. What position most prevailed in this department of oratory, 28.

Chapter 8
Deliberative oratory not confined to questions of utility, § 1. Whether nothing is useful but what is
honorable, 2, 3. Deliberative oratory not concerned wholly with the position of quality, 4, 5. What kind
of exordium requisite in it, 6-9. Statement of facts, 10, 11. The passions to be moved, 12, 13. Whether it
solely concerns affairs of government, 14. That a thing can be done, is either certain or uncertain, 1721. The three topics of persuasion, 22-26. Some do not distinguish topics from divisions of topics, 27,
28. The pleasing, the useful, and the honorable, 29-35. Use of examples, 36, 37. How things that are
honorable may be recommended, and sometimes such as are at variance with honor, 38-47. Authority
of the speaker, 48. Prosopopeiae, 49-51. In the schools, deliberative subjects have a great resemblance
to controversies, 52-57. An error into which declaimers fall, 58-66. Advantage of reading history, 6770.

Chapter 9
Of judicial oratory, the departments of it often injudiciously increased; the proper number is five, § 1-6.
The order to be observed in speaking and writing, 7-9.

Chapter 10
A cause rests either on one point of controversy, or on several; on points of the same or of different
kinds, § 1, 2. Comparison, 3, 4. We must first settle the kind of cause; what points are to be considered

next, 5.

Chapter 11
Hermagoras's method of proceeding; the question, § 1-3. The mode of defense, 4-6. The point for
decision, 7, 8. The ground or substance of the cause, 9. The question and the point for decision may be
conjoined or separate, according to the nature of the cause, 10-17. Opinions of Cicero, 18-20.
Hermagoras too fond of nice subdivisions, 21-25. Method of Theodorus, 26, 27. Conclusion, 28.

Book 4
Introduction
The grandsons of the sister of Domitian committed to the tuition of Quintilian; a new motive for care in
composing his work. He proceeds to speak of the exordium of a speech, the statement of facts the
proof, the refutation of adverse allegations, and the peroration.

Chapter 1
Etymology of the word proem, § 1-3. An erroneous practice in the schools and in the forum, 4. Object
of the proem or exordium, 5. How the good will and attention of the judge may be gained by allusion to
different characters concerned in the cause, 6-19. Farther observations on the same subject, 20-27.
Difference between the exordium and the conclusion, 28, 29. Matters connected with the characters
and the cause to be considered, 30-32. Solicitude to be shown by the pleader; brevity to be promised;
accurate division of matter to be made, 33-36. To conciliate the judge must be the pleader's constant
object throughout his speech, 37-39. Five kinds of causes, 40-41. Some make two purposes of a proem,
proposition and insinuation, the latter more easy for the advocate than for his client, 42-49. An
unnecessary rule of the Apollodoreans, 50, 51. Points to be regarded in the exordium, 52-60. The
speaker's memory must not fail him in it, 61. Its length must be proportioned to the cause, 62. Whether
apostrophe, and other figures of speech, may be used in it, 63-71. Whether a formal exordium is always
necessary, 72-75. Mode of transition to the statement of facts, 76-79.

Chapter 2
Of the statement of facts; some make too nice distinctions respecting it, § 1-3. A formal statement not
always necessary, 4-8. Those are mistaken who suppose that a statement is never necessary on the part
of an aroused person who denies the charge, 9-19. What the judge already knows may sometimes be
stated, 20-23. The statement need not always immediately follow the exordium, 24-27. The practice of
the schools injudiciously transferred to the forum, 28-30. The statements should be clear, brief, and
credible, 31-35. Of clearness, 36-39. Of brevity, 40-47. Of credibility, 48-53. The statement of facts
should prepare the judge for the proof of them, 54-60. Certain qualities have injudiciously been made
peculiar to the statement, 61-65. A ridiculous direction that the statement should be omitted in a cause
which is unfavourable to us, 66. Difficult points must be variously managed, according to the nature of

the case, 67-74. In a conjectural cause we must make a statement, but with art and care, 75-81. We
must sometimes divide our statement, and invert the order of occurrences, 82-87. Of fictitious
statements, 88-93. Complexion of a statement, 94-100. How we must act if the facts be partly for us
and partly against us, 101, 102. Apostrophe and other figures absurdly excluded from the statement,
103-115. The statement should be embellished with every grace of language, 116-124. Of authority in
the pleader, 125-127. Of repetition, 128. Of the commencement and conclusion of the statement, 129132.

Chapter 3
Of digressions or excursions immediately after the statement, § 1-3. Not always unreasonable, 4-8.
Some preparation often necessary before proceeding to proof, 9-11. Digressions may be made in any
part of a speech, but those in the middle should be short, 12-17.

Chapter 4
Of propositions preparatory to proof; not always necessary, § 1, 2. Sometimes very useful, 3, 4. Various
kinds of propositions, and remarks on them, 5-9.

Chapter 5
Partition of our matter generally useful, § 1-3. When it should be omitted, 4-9. Examples from Cicero,
10-12. As to states of conjecture and quality, 13-17. Artifices that may be used, 18-21. Utility of
partition, and the proper qualities of it, 22-28.

Book 5
Introduction
Some rhetoricians have thought that the only duty of an orator is to teach; others have called this his
chief duty. The necessity for this book.

Chapter 1
Inartificial proofs. Eloquence not inefficient in regard to them.

Chapter 2
Previous judgments. The authority of those who deliver them to be considered. Similitude in cases; how
to be refuted.

Chapter 3
Of public report.

Chapter 4
Of evidence exacted by torture.

Chapter 5
Of the refutation of written testimony.

Chapter 6
On offering to take an oath, and receiving that of the opposite party, § 1, 2. Arguments on the subject,
3-5. Judgment of the experienced respecting it, 6.

Chapter 7
Written evidence; how to be refuted, § 1, 2. Modes of proceeding with regard to witnesses that appear
in person, 3-6. An intimate knowledge of the cause necessary, 7, 8. How voluntary witnesses should be
produced, 9-11. Caution requisite in respect to them, 12-14. How a pleader must act with regard to a
witness whom he knows to be adverse or favourable to the accused, 15-19. How he must act in regard
to one whose disposition he does not know, 20, 21. Of the interrogation of witnesses, 22-32. Of the
collision between written and oral testimony, 32-34. Of supernatural testimony, 36-37.

Chapter 8
Artificial proofs too much neglected, § 1-3. There are certain particulars common to all kinds of proofs,
4-7.

Chapter 9
Difference of signs, indications, or circumstantial evidence, from proofs, § 1, 2. Of conclusive signs or
indications, 3-7. Inconclusive signs are of weight when supported by others, 8-11. Of mere
appearances, 12-14. Of prognostics, 15, 16.

Chapter 10
Of the different names given to arguments among the Greeks and Latins, § 1-8. Various significations
of the word argument, 9-11. In every cause there must be something that does not require proof, 12-14.
Of credibilities, 15-19. Of sources from which arguments are drawn, 20-22. From the character of
individuals, 23-31. From circumstances, as motives, place, time, manner, 32-48. Opportunities and
means, 49-52. Arguments from definition, 53-61. Remarks on Cicero's method; argument and
definition assisted by division, 62-70. Arguments from commencement, increase, and event, 71, 72.
From dissimilitude, opposition, consequentiality, 73-79. From causes and effects, 80-85. From
comparison, 86-89. Too many subdivisions under this head, 90-94. Arguments from supposition, 9599. Precepts not to be followed too superstitiously; examples, 100-108. An orator must take care what
he proposes to be proved, an example, 109-118. Utility of rules, 119-121. Necessity and advantages of

study and practice, 122-125.

Chapter 11
Of examples and instances, § 1-5. Of the efficiency, and various species, of examples, 6-16. Of examples
from the fables of the poets, 17, 18. From the fables of aesop, and proverbs, 19-21. Comparison, 22-25.
Caution necessary with respect to it, 26-29. Too much subdivision in it, 30, 31. Comparison of points of
law, 32, 33. Analogy, 34, 35. Authority, 36-41. Authority of the gods, 42. Of the judge, and of the
adverse party, 43. Examples and authority not to be numbered among inartificial proof, 44.

Chapter 12
How far we may use doubtful grounds of argument, § 1-3. Some arguments to be urged in a body, some
singly 4, 5. Some to be carefully supported, and referred to particular points in our case 6, 7. Not to be
too numerous, 8. Arguments from the characters of persons, 9-13. In what order arguments should be
advanced, 14. Quintilian states summarily what others have given at greater length, 15-17. Argument
too much neglected in the exercises of the schools, 17-23.

Chapter 13
Refutation twofold, § 1. Why it is more difficult to defend than to accuse, 2, 3. Deprecation not to be
adopted without some ground of defense, 4-6. Nothing to be gained by silence in regard to matters
that cannot be defended, 7-11. We may attack some of our adversary's arguments in a body, some
singly, 12-14. What arguments may be easily refuted, 15, 16. What arguments of our adversary may be
turned to our advantage, 17, 18. Many will fall under conjecture, definition, quality, 19-21. Some of the
adversary's arguments may be treated as unworthy of notice, 22. Precedents, which he assumes to be
applicable to his case we must endeavor to prove inapplicable, 23, 24. We may repeat the statements of
the adversary so as to weaken them, 25-27. We may sometimes expose the whole charge, sometimes
particular parts of it, 28. How we make arguments common to both sides adverse to us; how
discrepancies in the pleading of the adversary are to be exposed, 29-33. Some faults easily shown, 34,
35. Not to neglect arguments of our adversary, and not to be too anxious to refute them all, 36, 37.
How far we should spare our adversary personally, 38-44. Some pleaders, in endeavoring to expose
their adversaries, give occasion against themselves, 45-48. Sometimes, however, we may represent that
there are contradictions in his statements, 49, 50. A pleader ought to appear confident of the justice of
his cause, 51, 52. Order which we must observe in supporting our own arguments and refuting those of
the opposite party, 53-55. We must support our proofs and refutations by the power of eloquence, 5658. Foolish dispute between Theodorus and Apollodorus, 59, 60.

Chapter 14
Of the enthymeme and its parts, § 1-4. Of the epicheirema and its parts, 5-9. Not always of the same
form, 10-13. The epicheirema of the orators is the syllogism of the philosophers, 14-16. All the parts of
it not always necessary to be specified, 17-19. Three modes of opposing this form of argument, 20-23.
How the enthymeme differs from the syllogism, 24-26. We must not crowd our speech with rhetorical

forms of argument, 27-32. We must not leave our arguments unembellished, 33-35.

Book 6
Introduction
Quintilian laments that his son whose improvement, in conjunction with that of the sons of Marcellus
and Caesar, he had had in view in the composition of this work, had been carried off by death, § 1, 2.
He had previously lost, during the composition of another work, a younger son, as well as his wife, 3-6.
Abilities of which his children gave indications, 7-9. His grief; he intreats indulgence if, in consequence
of it, he pursues his work with less spirit, 10-16.

Chapter 1
Peroration of a speech; the objects of it; some think that it should consist wholly of recapitulation, § 18. Appeals to the feelings may be made by the accuser and the advocate alike, 9. What the exordium
and the peroration have in common, and in what respects they differ, 10-14. The accuser excites the
feelings either by showing the heinousness of the charge which he makes, or the pitiable condition of
the party for whom he seeks redress, 15-20. What qualities excite feeling in favor of an accused person,
21, 22. Solicitation for pity may have great effect, but should not be long, 23-28. Modes of exciting pity,
29-36. How persons who are introduced to move pity at the conclusion of a speech, should behave
themselves, 37-43. No orator must attempt to draw tears from the judges unless he be a man of great
ability, 44, 45. It is the part of the peroration to dispel compassionate emotions, as well as to excite
them, 46-49. Perorations sometimes of a very mild character, 50. Appeals to the feelings may be made
in other parts of a speech as well as in the peroration, 51-65.

Chapter 2
Necessity of studying how to work on the minds of the judges, § 1, 2. This department of oratory
requires great ability, 3-7. Of πάάθος (pathos) and ἦθος (ēthos), 8-24. If we would move others, we
must feel moved ourselves, 25-28. Of presenting images to the imagination of our hearers, 29-35.
Pupils should be exercised in this in the schools, 36.

Chapter 3
Of the power of exciting laughter in an audience, § 1. There was little of it in Demosthenes; perhaps a
superabundance of it in Cicero, 2-5. Causes of laughter not sufficiently explained, 6, 7. Is of great
effect, 8-10. Depends far more on nature and favourable circumstances than on art, 11-13. No
instructions given in exciting laughter, 14-16. Various names for jocularity or wit, 17-21. Depends partly
on matter, partly on words; subjects of it, 22-24. Laughter may be excited by some act, or look, or
gesture, 25-27. What is becoming to the orator, 28-32. What to be avoided by him, 33-35. Topics for
jesting, and modes of it, 36-46. Ambiguity in words, 47-56. The best jests are taken from things, not
from words; of similarity, 57-62. Of dissimilarity, 63-64. From all forms of argument arise occasions

for jesting, 65, 66. Jests in the form of tropes and figures, 67-70. Of jocular refutation, 71-78. Of
eluding a charge; of pretended confession, 79-81. Some kinds of jests are beneath an orator, 82, 83. Of
deceiving expectation, 84-87. Of jocular imitation, 88. Of attributing thoughts to ourselves or others;
and of irony, 89-92. The least offensive jokes are the best, 93-95. Quotations from poets, proverbs, and
anecdotes, 96-98. Apparent absurdities, 99, 100. Domitius Marsus confounds politeness with humour,
101-107. His distinctions, 108-112.

Chapter 4
Remarks on altercation, , § 1-5. Too much neglected by some pleaders, 6, 7. Qualifications requisite for
success in it; acuteness, knowledge of the case, good temper, attention to the main question, 8-13.
Further observations, 14-16. We may dissemble our strength, in order to mislead our adversary, 17, 18.
Disposition of the judge to be observed, 19, 20. The student should exercise himself in this department,
21. Order of proofs is important, 22.

Chapter 5
Of judgment and sagacity; their importance, § 1-6. Examples from Demosthenes, 7, 8. From Cicero, 9,
10. Conclusion of the book, 11.

Book 7
Introduction
Arrangement necessary to be studied, § 1-3. But no general rules can be given with respect to it, 4.

Chapter 1
Definition of arrangement, § 1. Must be varied according to the nature of causes 2, 3. How Quintilian
used to study and contemplate causes 4-9. The best order for arguments, 10-12. How we may reply to a
single accusation, 13-15. Or to several, 16-18. How we may omit or neglect some points, 19-22. Further
remarks on the consideration of a cause, 23-25. We must proceed by degrees to the most important
points, 26-28. Quintilian used to increase the points in his own favor by division, 29-33. Invention
assisted by division, 31-36. Which party should speak first, is not a matter for great consideration, 3739. How the more intrinsic points in a cause are to be discovered is shown by a subject for declamation
in the schools, 40-64.

Chapter 2
Conjecture relates to fact and intention, and to three divisions of time, § 1-6. The question may regard
the fact and the agent at the same time, or the fact only, or the agent only, 7-10. Concerning both
together, 11-15. Concerning the fact only, 16, 17. Concerning the agent; anticategoria, 18-21.
Comparison managed in several ways, 22-24. Conjecture sometimes twofold, 25-27. Proof from
persons, 28-34. From motives and causes, 35-41. Intentions, opportunities, place, time, 42, 43.

Consideration whether the accused had the power to do the act with which he is charged, 44, 45.
Whether he did it, 46-49. Other considerations in different causes, 50-53. Error carried from the
schools into the forum, 54-57.

Chapter 3
Of definition; it has something in common with conjecture and quality, § 1, 2. Various reasons why it is
used, 3-7. Three species of it, 8-11. Other diversities, more suited to philosophical discussions than to
the business of the orator, 12-16. We must beware of defining too subtilely, 17, 18. Method in
definition, 19-22. How a definition is overthrown, 23-27. A general definition may be adapted to our
own cause, 28-34. Some concluding remarks, 35, 36.

Chapter 4
The consideration of quality may have regard to more points than one in any matter, § 1-3. The
strongest kind of defense is when the accused says that they deed laid to his charge was blameless, 46.4-6. We may defend an act by extrinsic aids, 7-12. Another mode of proceeding is to transfer the guilt
to another, 13, 14. We may consider whether the weight of the charge can be extenuated, 15-16.
Deprecation, 17-20. Questions about rewards, 21-23. Considerations of quality admit the highest efforts
of the orator, 24. Causes which Virginius puts under this head, 25-31. Other species of causes, 32-34.

Chapter 5
Questions as to legality of proceedings, § 1-4. As to particular points of law, 5, 6.

Chapter 6
Questions about writing, and the intention of the writer, either regard both these points, or one only, §
1-4. Arguments against the letter in writings, 5-8. In favor of it, 9-11. General questions under this
head, 12.

Chapter 7
Of contradictory laws, § 1-6. Right is either admitted or doubtful, 7-9. Contradictory points in the same
law, 10.

Chapter 8
Of syllogism; intimately connected with definition, § 1, 2. Determines by inference what is uncertain in
the letter of any writing, 3-6. Or even what is not expressed in the writing, 7.

Chapter 9
Ambiguity in words, § 1-3. Words divided. Compounded, 5, 6. Ambiguity of words in connection with
one another, 7-13. Some remarks on ambiguity, 14, 15.

Chapter 10
Affinity between different states, § 1-4. Some precepts with regard to causes can be given only when the
causes themselves are stated, 5-7. Impossible to give instruction on every particular point, 8, 9. Many
things the student must teach himself, and must depend for success on his own efforts, 10-17.

Book 8
Introduction
A plain and simple method of teaching to be preferred, § 1-5. Recapitulation of the precepts given in
the preceding parts of the work, 6-12. Style and delivery require more ability and study than other
parts of oratory, 13-15. Excellence in them attained by study and art, 16, 17. Yet a speaker may be too
solicitous about his language, 18-26. Necessity of practice, 27-30. We must not always be striving for
something greater and higher, 31-33.

Chapter 1
Style depends on the judicious choice of words, and the judicious combination of them. Necessity of
studying to speak pure Latin.

Chapter 2
Propriety of words; words are proper in more than one sense, § 1-3. A word may not be exactly proper,
is not always to be condemned as improper, 4-6. Some words may be proper, and yet have not
oratorical merit, 7, 8. The excellence of significancy, 9-11. Concerning obscurity, 12, 13. Arises from the
use of unusual words, or from faulty composition, 14-16. From circumlocution, 17, 18. From desire for
brevity, 19-21. Perspicuity the chief excellence of language, 22-24.

Chapter 3
Of ornament of style; fondness for it in orators, § 1-4. It is however of service in gaining the attention
of an audience, 5, 6. What sort of ornament should be studied; some faults border on excellences, 7-10.
Ornament must be varied according to the nature of the subject, 11-14. Ornament from the choice of
words, 15-18. Some words are used rather from necessity than because they are approved, 19, 20.
Common words sometimes most effective, 21-23. Of the use of old words, 24-29. The moderns cautious
in forming new words, 30-37. Unbecoming expressions to be avoided, 38, 39. The grace of a speaker's
style depends partly on the language he uses, and partly on his mode of delivery, 40, 41. Suitableness of
style, 42, 43. Various faults of style; τὸ  κακέέµμφατον (cacemphaton), 44-47. Meanness, 48, 49.
Dimunition, tautology, uniformity, verbosity, superfluity of polish, 50-55. Affectation, ungraceful
arrangement of words or matter, inelegant use of figures, injudicious mixture of different styles, 56-60.
Excellence of clear and vivid description, 61-70. To attain it nature must be studied and imitated, 71.
Assisted by similes, 72. But care must be taken that the similes themselves be lucid, 73. Further

observations on similes, 74-81. Representation, 82. Emphasis, 83-86. Various modes of adorning and
giving effect to language, 87-90.

Chapter 4
Of amplification and diminution; things are exaggerated or extenuated by the terms applied to them, §
1, 2. Modes of augmentation, 3-9. By comparison, 10-14. By reasoning and inference, 15-25. By an
accumulation of terms or particulars, 26, 27. Modes of extenuation are similar, 28. Hyperbole, 29.

Chapter 5
Of striking thoughts, § 1, 2. Of the modes of introducing them, 3-14. Various kinds and origins of them,
15-19. How they may be faulty, 20-24. Those are in error who study them too much, as well as those
who utterly neglect them, 25-34. Transition to tropes, 35.

Chapter 6
Of tropes; much disputation about them, § 1-3. Metaphor, 4, 5. Three motives for the use of metaphor,
6-8. Four modes in which it is applied, 9-13. Objections to its frequent use; faults committed in regard
to it, 14-18. Of synecdoche, 19-22. Metonymy, 23-28. Antonomasia, 29, 30. Onomatopoeia, 31-33.
Catachresis, 34-36. Metalepsis, 37-39. Ἐπίίθετον (Epitheton), 40-43. Allegory, 44-53. Irony, 54-56.
Applications of allegory, 57, 58. Derision; circumlocution, 59-61. Hyperbaton, 62-67. Hyperbole, its
excellences and faults, 68-76.

Book 9
Chapter 1
Of figures often confounded with tropes, § 1-3. Difference between them, 4-6. Name not of great
importance, 7-9. The word Figure is taken by some in a more extended, by others in a more confined
sense, 10-14. Two kinds of figures, those of thought and those of words, 15-18. Of figures of thought,
19-21. Some make them too numerous, 22-24. Quotation from Cicero's de Oratore, 26-36. Another
from Cicero's Orator, 37-45.

Chapter 2
Quintilian makes figures less numerous than Cicero and some other writers, § 1-5. Of interrogation, 615. Of prolepsis or anticipation, 16-18. Doubt, 19. Communication or pretense of consultation with the
audience, 20-24. Permission, 25. Modes of simulation, 26-29. Of personification, 30-33. Pretended
writings, and parodies, 34, 35. Other fictions of persons, 36, 37. Apostrophe, 38, 39. Vivid or
representative narration and description, 40-43. Irony, 44-53. Aposiopesis, 54-57. Of imitation of
other persons' manner, and some other figures, 58-63. Emphasis, 64. Of figuratae controversiae,
causes in which figurative language is adopted, 65, 66. Such language is used when it is unsafe to speak

plainly, 67-75. When respect for some person puts a restraint on the speaker, 76-95. Or where a fairer
opportunity for speaking is sought, 96-99. Comparison, 100, 101. Other figures mentioned by different
writers, 102-107.

Chapter 3
Of verbal figures; are either grammatical or rhetorical, lying either in the words themselves or in the
collocation of them, § 1, 2. Use and prevalence of figures, 3-5. Figures in gender of nouns, 6. In verbs,
7. In number, 8. One part of speech put for another, 9, 10. Change in tenses and other particulars, 1113. Some figures sanctioned by antiquity, 14-16. Some derived from the Greek, 17. Some formed by
addition or retrenchment, 18. Changes in degrees of comparison, 19. Other changes, 20, 21.
Parenthesis and apostrophe, 22-26. Effect of figures on the hearer, 27. Emphatical repetition of words,
28-34. Epanodos or regression, 35, 36. Polyptoton and metabole, 37-40. Ploce; artful reiteration of
words, 41-44. Employment of several words nearly in the same sense, 45. Pleonasm, 46, 47.
Accumulation of different words and phrases, 48, 49. Asyndeton and polysyndeton, 50-54. Climax, 5557. Of figures formed by retrenchment of words; words left to be understood from the context, 58-61.
Synezeugmenon, 62-64. Paradiastole, 65. Paronomasia, various examples of it, 66-74. Parison,
homoeoteleuton, homoeoptoton, isocolon, 75-80. Antitheton, 81-86. Some writers too much devoted to
multiplying and distinguishing figures; examples, 87-99. An orator should employ figures moderately
and judiciously, 100-102.

Chapter 4
Of composition, or cultivation of style; authority of Cicero acknowledged, § 1, 2. Attention to
composition too much discouraged by some authors, 3, 4. In everything the powers of nature should be
cultivated to the utmost, 5-7. Union of power with grace, 8, 9. Excellence of style serves not only to
please but to convince the hearer, 10-13. This may be proved by altering the arrangement of words and
phrases in elegant composition, 14, 15. Style not neglected by the ancients, 16-18. Prose may be more
or less compact and studied, 19-21. Particulars that require attention in it, 22. Of order, 23-31. Of
junctions of words, and of hiatus, 32-36. Of junctions of consonants and vowels and the repetition of
syllables, 37-43. Of members and commas, 44. Of numbers or rhythm, 45. Difference between rhythm
and meter, 46-51. Of feet in prose; a remark of Cicero, 52-55. How far number or rhythm should be
studied in prose, 56. Oratorical numbers or rhythm, 57-60. Attention to numbers most requisite at the
beginnings and ends of periods, 61-65. What regard to be paid to the middle parts, 66-71. Of the
occurrence of verses, or parts of verses, in prose, 72-76. Everything that sounds like meter should be
avoided, 77, 78. Of feet, 79-86. All kinds of feet must enter into prose composition, 87-89. Are varied
by union and division, 90, 91. The force and influence of particular feet, 92-94. Of the closing feet of
periods, 95-109. Of the fourth paeon, 110, 111. A speaker must not be too solicitous about his measures,
112-115. The ear must judge; many things cannot be taught by rule, 116-121. Of commata, 122, 123. Of a
period, and its members, 124-127. What kinds of sentences are eligible for particular parts of speeches,
and for particular subjects, 128-130. What feet should prevail in certain sorts of composition, 131-137.
Composition and delivery must be alike varied to suit different subjects, 138-141. A rough and forcible
style preferable to the smooth and nerveless, 142-145. Concluding remarks, 146, 147.

Book 10
Chapter 1
Of reading for improvement, § 1-4. We have to acquire matter and words, 5-7. Facility in speaking is
attained by exercise in it, and by reading, hearing, and writing, 8-15. Advantages of hearing and
reading, 16-19. What authors should be read, and how, 20, 21. Improvement from reading speeches on
both sides of a question, 22, 23. We are not to think even the greatest authors infallible, yet we must
not be hasty in finding fault with them, 24-26. Of reading poets, 27-30. Historians, 31-34.
Philosophers, 35, 36. Some benefit to be gained from the perusal of almost all authors, 37-42. General
observations respecting ancient and modern writers, 43-45. Homer, 46-51. Hesiod, 52. Antimachus,
53. Panyasis, Apollonius Rhodius, 54. Aratus, Theocritus, 55. Pisander, Nicander, Tyrtaeus, and others,
56. Of the elegiac poets, Callimachus, Philetas, Archilochus, 57-60. Of the lyric poets; Pindar, 61.
Stesichorus, 62. Alcaeus, 63. Simonides, 64. Of the old comedy, Aristophanes, Eupolis, Cratinus, 65. Of
tragedy, aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, 66-68. Menander, Philemon, 69-72. Of history; Thucydides,
Herodotus, Theopompus, and others, 73-75. Of orators; Demosthenes, aeschines, Lysias, Isocrates,
Demetrius Phalereus, 76-80. Of the philosophers; Plato, Xenophon, Aristotle, Theophrastus, 81-84. Of
the Roman poets, Virgil, Lucretius, Varro, Ennius, Ovid, and others, 85-90. Flattery of Domitian, 91,
92. Of Tibullus, Propertius, Ovid, Lucilius, Horace, Persius, Catullus, and others, 93-96. Latin writers
of Tragedy, 97, 98. Of Comedy, 99, 100. Of History, 101-104. Of Latin Orators; Cicero, Asinius, Pollio,
Messala, and others, 105-122. Of Latin writers on Philosophy, especially Seneca, 123-131.

Chapter 2
Of imitation; necessity of it, and remarks upon it, § 1-13. Not every quality, even in eminent authors, is
to be imitated; necessity of judgment in the choice of models for imitation, 14-21. We are not to imitate
one author only, 22-26. Not to imitate style only, 27, 28.

Chapter 3
Of writing; utility of it, § 1-4. How and what we should write; necessity of correction, 5-14. Judicious
exercise requisite, 15-18. Objections to dictation, 19-21. A retired place desirable for composition; of
writing at night, 22-27. But retirement cannot always be secured, and we must do our best in the
circumstances in which we find ourselves, 28-30. Further remarks, 31-33.

Chapter 4
Observations on correction; we must not indulge in it too much.

Chapter 5
What sort of composition we should practice; of translating Greek into Latin, § 1-8. Of putting the

writing of eminent authors into other words, 9-11. Of theses, common-places, declamations, and other
species of composition and exercise, 12-20. Cases for declamation should be as similar as possible to
real cases, 21-23.

Chapter 6
Of thought and premeditation.

Chapter 7
Of the ability of speaking extempore; necessity for it, § 1-4. How it is to be acquired, 5-23. How we
must guard against losing it, 24-33.

Book 11
Chapter 1
Of speaking with propriety; in different causes, § 1-5. In different parts of the same cause, 6, 7. The
orator's chief consideration is, what is becoming, 8-11. What is becoming is generally found in union
with what is expedient, 12-14. Vanity and self-applause always unbecoming in an orator, 15-17.
Whether Cicero is chargeable with this fault, 18-24. But an orator may sometimes express confidence,
25, 26. Yet not so as to declare that his judgment must be infallible, 27, 28. Other faults in orators
noticed, 29, 30. Different kinds of orator are suited to different speakers, 31-38. An orator should also
adapt his style to the characters of those for whom he pleads, 39-42. He must also vary it to suit those
to whom he addresses himself, 43-45. He must also have regard to time and place, 46-48. To the
nature of the cause, 49-56. To the characters of those to whom he is opposed, 57-67. How he may
sometimes avoid offending those against whom he speaks, 68-74. How the judge may be conciliated,
75-77. How an orator may notice points in which he is conscious that he himself, or his party, is
vulnerable, 78-83. How he may touch on delicate subjects, 84. How he may soften his language in an
attack on any one, 85-90. Excess in every respect to be avoided, 91. Different kinds of oratory find
favor with different audiences, 92, 93.

Chapter 2
Of the memory; necessity of cultivating it, § 1-3. Its nature, and remarkable powers, 4-10. Simonides
was the first that taught an art of memory, 11-16. What method of assisting the memory has been tried
by orators, 17-23. Its insufficiency for fixing a written or premeditated speech in the mind, 24-26. A
more simple method recommended, 27-39. The greatest of all aids to the memory is exercise, 40-43.
Whether an orator should write his speeches, and learn them by heart word for word, 44-49.
Remarkable examples of power of memory, 50, 51.

Chapter 3
Of delivery; the effect of it, and qualifications necessary to excellence in it, § 1-9. Some have asserted

that the study of delivery is useless, 10-13. Of the voice, its natural excellences and defects, 14-18. Care
that should be taken of the voice, 19-23. Exercise of it necessary, 24-29. Of pronunciation and delivery;
pronunciation should be clear, 30-34. Distinct, 35-39. Graceful and agreeable, 40-42. Of equality and
variety in the tone of the voice, 43-52. Of the management of the breath, 53-56. Of falling into a
singing tone, 57-60. Of appropriate pronunciation and delivery, 61-64. Of gesture, 65-68. Of decorum,
69-71. Of the countenance, 72-81. Of the management of other parts of the body, 82-87. Of imitation;
must not be in excess, 88-91. Of certain common gestures and attitudes of the hands and fingers, 92116. Of faulty and unbecoming gestures, 117-130. Of habits in which many speakers indulge, 131-136.
Of dress, and the management of the toga, 137-149. An orator must adapt his delivery to his subject,
and to the characters of those before whom he speaks; various remarks on decorum in speaking, 150176. But everything cannot be taught, and an orator must consult his own powers and qualifications,
177-184.

Book 12
Introduction
Importance of the remaining portion of the work. Quintilian goes farther than Cicero in forming the
Orator.

Chapter 1
A great orator must be a good man, according to Cato's definition, § 1, 2. A bad man cannot be a
consummate orator, as he is deficient in wisdom, 3-5. The mind of a bad man is too much distracted
with cares and remorse, 6, 7. A bad man will not speak with the same authority and effect on virtue
and morality as a good man, 8-13. Objections to this opinion answered, 14-22. A bad man may
doubtless speak with great force, but he would make nearer approaches to perfect eloquence if he were
good man, 23-32. Yet we must be able to conceive arguments on either side of a question, 33-35. A
good man may sometimes be justified in misleading those whom he addresses, for the attainment of
some good object, 36-45.

Chapter 2
An orator must study to maintain a high moral character, § 1, 2. Tendencies to virtue implanted by
nature may be strengthened by cultivation, 3-9. Division of philosophy into three parts, natural, moral,
and dialectic; remarks on the last kind, 10-14. On moral philosophy, 15-20. On natural philosophy, 2123. Observations on the different sects of philosophers; an orator need not attach himself to any sect in
particular, but may be content with learning what is good wherever it is to be found, 24-31.

Chapter 3
Proofs that a knowledge of the civil law is necessary to an orator.

Chapter 4
The mind of an orator must be stored with examples and precedents.

Chapter 5
Necessity of firmness and presence of mind to an orator, § 1-4. Natural advantages to be cultivated, 5,
6.

Chapter 6
At what age an orator should begin to plead in public.

Chapter 7
What sort of causes an orator should chiefly undertake, § 1-7. What remuneration he may reasonably
receive for his services, 8-12.

Chapter 8
The orator must study a cause well before he ventures to plead it; he must examine all documents
connected with it, and thoroughly weigh the statements of his client.

Chapter 9
Applause not to be too eagerly sought, § 1-7. Invectives to be but sparingly introduced into a speech, 813. How far an orator should prepare himself by writing his speech; he must qualify himself to reply
extempore to objections that may be suddenly started, 14-21.

Chapter 10
Of different styles of oratory; comparison of the varieties in eloquence with those in painting and
sculpture, § 1-9. Characters of several Latin orators, 10, 11. Merits of Cicero, 12-15. Styles of the Attic,
Asiatic, and Rhodian orators, 16-19. Remarks on the true merits of Attic eloquence, and on those who
injudiciously affected it, 20-26. The Romans were excelled by the Greeks only in delivery; cause of the
inferiority of the Romans in this respect, 27-34. The Romans exhorted to cultivate force of thought and
brilliancy of language, 35-39. Folly of those who would reject all ornament, 40-48. Whether a
difference should be made in the styles of speaking and writing, 49-57. Of the simple, grand, and florid
styles, 58-68. Many varieties and mixtures of these styles, 69-72. Of corrupt taste in eloquence, 73-76.
A good style may be acquired by study and practice; but we must carry no fancied excellence to excess,
77-80.

Chapter 11
The orator must leave off speaking in public before he fails through old age, § 1-4. How his time may

be employed after he has retired, 5-7. Quintilian hastens to conclude his work; he shows that students
have ample time for acquiring all the qualifications, as far as nature will allow, that he has specified, 820. He proves, from the examples of great men, how much may be done, and observes that even
moderate attainments in eloquence are attended with very great advantages, 21-29. Exhortation to
diligence, and conclusion, 30, 31.
Lee Honeycutt (honeycuttlee@gmail.com) Last modified:7/23/06

